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Illinois Blueprint for Peace provides framework for 
revitalizing communities and reducing gun violence 

 
CHICAGO ïThe Illinois Blueprint for Peace ï a framework of recommendations to build 
peace and prevent gun violence in Illinois ï was released Tuesday by a statewide 
coalition of organizations and individuals committed to supporting and advocating for 
proven approaches to bring peace and healing to Illinois communities. 
 
By addressing the underlying trauma that shapes decisions to carry guns and the harm 
caused by gun violence, the Illinois Blueprint for Peace contains a series of more than 
three dozen recommendations to improve the lives of Illinoisans impacted by gun 
violence and to reduce future gun violence. 
 
ñBeginning in the spring of 2020, Illinois experienced the largest pandemic in at least a 
century, the largest civil rights protests in a generation, the largest economic disruption 
in a decade, the highest rate of handgun sales in history, and a sharp increase in 
shootings and homicides that coincided with a sharp overall decrease in other violent 
crimes,ò the report states.  
 
ñIt is too soon to quantify how each of these events may have impacted the others; so 
much change occurred at once, some answers may remain elusive. Regardless of 
cause, effect, or catalyst, the fact remains that in recent years, Illinoisans experienced 
stress, grief, economic pressure, and strained social ties on a scale larger than most 
have ever known. However, the individual and collective traumas of these experiences 
did not fall equally upon people of all races, ethnicities, and income levels. 
 
ñOur current conditions are the manifestation of decades of structural racism, as any 
measure of health, policing, criminalization, or gun violence makes clear.ò 
The Illinois Blueprint for Peace advocates ñrethinking the outsized investments our state 
has made in traditional police- and prison-based responses to gun issues ï particularly 
during a period of concentrated health, social, and economic needs.ò  
 
  

https://www.ilblueprintforpeace.org/

