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INTRODUCTION
On July 17th, 2020, the Chicago Police Department
brutalized protestors in Grant Park. Following a Black &
Indigenous Solidarity Rally attended by hundreds at
Buckingham Fountain, protestors marched to the corner of
Roosevelt Road and South Columbus Drive where they
attempted to pull down a Christopher Columbus Statue. The
attempt was met by a brutal attack from CPD who deployed
batons, chemical weapons, and protestors’ own possessions
against them. The viciousness and lawlessness of the attack
constituted a riot—led and sustained for hours by the
Chicago Police Department against unarmed protestors. The
following report was published by Black Lives Matter
Chicago and endorsed by Chi Nations Youth Council, OCAD,
and DSA-Chicago to counter the media’s false reporting on
the attack and its aftermath.
This report has three aims:
To provide a truthful and protestor-centered account of
the brutality that took place
To report the significant after-effects, both physical and
mental, experienced by protestors
To impart lessons learned from July 17th and prepare
people for future police attacks by capturing the police
riot tactics witnessed that night
It is our hope that this report gives voice to the freedom
fighters of the July 17th struggle at Grant Park and honors
and supports the larger struggle for Black and Indigenous
autonomy in Chicago and beyond.
#WeTakeCareofUs #Fuck12 #FuckColumbus #DefundPolice
#AbolishCPD #DecolonizeZhigaagoong
#NoCopsOnStolenLand #LandBack
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THIS MOMENT
This report should be read in light of the moment that we are in.
We’re in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, which is
disproportionately affecting Black and brown Chicagoans.
The US government’s inhumane, profit-driven response to the
pandemic has exacerbated ongoing crises of housing,
displacement, gentrification, and educational disparities,
widening this nation’s racial wealth gap. State and local
governments have left people to die in prisons and jails,
where it’s impossible to social distance.
We’re also in the midst of the largest social movement
in history.
A series of uprisings were sparked by the police murders of
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and Tony McDade, and most
recently, the police shootings of Latrell Allen in Chicago and
Jacob Blake in Kenosha, WI. Thousands of Chicagoans have
taken the streets in solidarity, and in memory of Rekia Boyd,
Laquan McDonald, Pierre Loury, RonnieMan Johnson, and too
many others murdered by police in our city. During these
uprisings, we’ve seen unmasked police officers brutalize
protestors -- particularly Black and brown youth -- over and
over and over again.
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THIS MOMENT
The Chicago Police Department's reckless violence has
continued with no regard for the requirements of the
consent decree.
The consent decree is a legal agreement that the City of
Chicago consented to enter around 18 months ago. The
consent decree acknowledges CPD’s longstanding pattern of
constitutional violations and abusive policing, and requires
change. BLM Chicago, as part of a coalition of other
community organizations, has legal power to enforce the
consent decree, meaning that the Chicago Police Department
is legally accountable to us in this moment. However,
demonstrating their lack of interest in gradual reform, CPD
has ignored numerous consent decree deadlines, while
violating its requirements on use of force reforms daily.
Given this context, this report is inherently incomplete.
The pages that follow describe the events of a single protest,
on the evening of July 17, 2020, out of a summer of daily
actions. We have summarized the survey responses of just 97
people -- a small subset of the crowd on the 17th, which
appeared to number in the hundreds or thousands. We could
not possibly catalogue all of the violence CPD has inflicted
upon our friends, comrades, and loved ones this summer, any
more than we could quantify the endless love, solidarity, and
resistance Chicagoans have shown in response. While this
report is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to CPD’s
abuses of power, it’s also just one piece of our response -BLM Chicago will continue to use every tool at our disposal
to loosen CPD’s violent grip on this city, through the court
system and through organizing in the streets.
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GEOGRAPHIC
GROUNDING
While all land in a settler colonial state is highly
political, Grant Park is a particularly important site
for a number of reasons:
Grant Park is unceded land.
Zhigaagoong (Chicago) is built on land taken by force from
nations including Ojibwe, Odawa, Potawatomi, Miami, HoChunk, Sac, Fox, and Kickapoo. The first three of these nations
were united into Niswi-mishkodewinan.
In 1833, multiple tribes were coerced into signing a treaty
ceding all land up to Lake Michigan. At the time, Grant Park,
and other Lakefront spaces, did not exist. They were not
created until after the Chicago Fire of 1871 when masses of
debris were used to create a landfill, extending the city further
east over Lake Michigan. Because this new land did not exist at
the time of the 1833 treaty, the Pokagon Potawatomi claimed
ownership of the land, known today as Grant Park. However, a
1917 Supreme Court ruling (Williams v. Chicago), claimed that,
although the land did not exist, the natives had “abandoned” it
when settlers arrived--effectively giving up the non-existent
land.
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GEOGRAPHIC GROUNDING
Grant Park is a celebration of colonialism.
16 years after the Williams ruling, Chicago’s second world’s
fair, themed “A Century of Progress”, celebrated the city’s
centennial. The statue of Christopher Columbus was erected in
Grant Park during the fair, visually tying America’s antiIndigenous origins with that of Chicago. The 12-foot tall
bronze statue rested on a 20 foot tall pedestal that read “To
Christopher Columbus, Discoverer of America.”
Grant Park is the site of one of the most high-profile police
riots in US history.
The phrase “police riot” was popularized after the events at
Grant Park on August 28, 1968. During a march on the
Democratic National Convention, a mass of protestors occupied
Grant Park calling for an end to the Vietnam War. CPD, along
with the Army and National Guard, beat, dragged, and tear
gassed protestors on camera. According to the Chicago study
Rights in Conflict, 668 people were arrested, 625 were injured
without hospitalization, 400 given first aid for tear gas
exposure, and 110 were hospitalized. Parallel to the events on
July 17th, violence at the DNC protest began when police attacked
protesters for climbing a statue.
Historically, Grant Park has been used in repeated attempts by
this government to assert its legitimacy. From self-serving
legal reasoning to brazen police violence, Grant Park’s legacy
is one of anti-Indigeneity and brutal political repression. The
struggle at Grant Park on July 17th--necessarily grounded in
Black and Indigenous resistance--was a continuation of that
legacy.
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GEOGRAPHIC GROUNDING

Top Left: Inscription on photo from 1908 reads:
"All the submerged land needed to complete a
205-acre park has been reclaimed."
Top Right: The progression of the landfill's
development by year.
Bottom Left: Grant Park today. The red area
indicates unceded Pokagon Potowatomi land.
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METHODOLOGY
This report draws information from a number of secondary
sources, including but not limited to:
Media coverage of the events of July 17th
Chicago Police Department policies and directives
The active consent decree emerging from Illinois v. Chicago
Promotional materials of chemical weapons manufacturers,
including Chicago-based SABRE Security Equipment
Corporation
BLM Chicago’s Research Working Group also created a survey
to collect primary data on the experiences of protestors,
medics, and marshals who were on the ground at the protest.
This anonymous survey was circulated through the networks of
the co-sponsoring Chicago-based organizations that supported
the Black & Indigenous Solidarity Rally. In addition to
gathering details about the nature of police violence and
chemical weapons used, the survey aimed to to center the
accounts and experiences of protesters, which were notably
absent in press coverage of the events at Grant Park that day.
The lessons shared below are a synthesis of the 97 total survey
responses, additional conversations with a subset of
respondents, and an analysis of the secondary sources listed
above. Direct quotes from respondents are only shared if
respondents gave permission for their words to be used, and
have been anonymized in this report.
See Appendix A for more detail on survey item wording.
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LESSONS
1. We have to be our own media.
2. Physical harm to protesters will
always be under-reported.
3. CPD can use a range of chemical
weapons for which there is little to no
public information.
4. Being "peaceful" will not protect
protesters from unrestrained violence.
5. CPD will target medics and the most
vulnerable; the cruelty is the point.
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1

WE HAVE TO BE
OUR OWN MEDIA
“Lori Lightfoot actually got herself on TV and said
to the city that people are attacking the city and
that cops don’t deserve to be gassed and beaten
and attacked. And I can say that protesters do not
deserve to be gassed and beaten and attacked.”
The July 17th protest at Grant Park and the subsequent media
coverage reminds us that we must be critical when consuming
and disseminating news about protests and police brutality,
even when it comes from mainstream, accredited news sources.
The media coverage of the Grant Park action often directly
contradicted the on-the-ground reports we collected from
protestors. It also often characterized that day’s events using
language that prioritized the voices of people in power over
the people in the streets.
In the 24 hours that followed, every local news outlet that
covered the event reported the number of people arrested at
the scene and the number of officers injured as reported by a
CPD spokesperson. Only two outlets (WGN and Fox News) noted
that four “civilians” were also hospitalized. None mentioned
any other injuries sustained by protestors. Our research shows
there were dozens of protestors injured that day. In addition,
police reported taking 76 bikes from protestors. However, since
July 17th, local organizers have been working to recover bikes
from police and reimburse protestors whose bikes were stolen.
The Chicago Bike Marshall Fund estimates that closer to 100
bikes were stolen from protestors that day.

Left: Headline from WTTW that emphasizes the violent, sensationalized version of events described by
Lightfoot and police. Right: Headline from Southside Weekly's less biased framing of the protest.
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WE HAVE TO BE OUR OWN MEDIA
When reading news coverage of protests, we should also stay
vigilant for “false balance” -- outlets attempting to present
both sides to a story at the expense of the truth of the story
itself. News outlets positioned police and protesters on July
17th as two armies in a battle “facing off” (Sun-Times) or
“clashing” (CBS, NBC) without any analysis or
acknowledgement that these two sides come with different
histories, goals, degrees of preparation, physical abilities, and
state-sanctioned powers.
Many local news sources rely on quotes from CPD press
releases to craft their reports, rather than engaging in more
vigorous journalistic practice. In contrast, South Side Weekly
published a piece that included a clear timeline of events on
July 17th, direct testimony from a variety of eyewitnesses, and
corroborating video evidence. This is an example of the type of
news story to uplift on our platforms and in our circles.

Left: Statements from CPD and Lightfoot dominated the headlines, despite coverage claiming to present
an unbiased, "both sides" account of the event. Language that demonized protestors was given space
without question, even when it was inaccurate.
Right: The number of officers injured (according to CPD) was reported by many news sources. Few
reported any protestor injuries at all. Those that did, underrepported.
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2

PHYSICAL HARM TO
PROTESTERS WILL ALWAYS
BE UNDER-REPORTED
“[I] witnessed a cop rip someone’s bike from their
hands and then they started to use it as a weapon
hitting anyone in [sight] including myself.”
In this section, survey results are used to quantify the harm
done to protestors, medics, legal observers, and other
attendees at the protest.

Injuries Reported in Survey Results
Two survey questions asked respondents to report whether
they were injured, and if so, to describe the mechanism and
extent of their injuries (survey items #4 and #5, Appendix A).
In response, 62 of 97 respondents (or 63.9%) reported that
they were injured -- a far more notable and concerning figure
than the “four people” several news sources reported as
hospitalized. Furthermore, this figure of 62 people is
guaranteed to be an undercount, because there are individuals
known to have been harmed at the protest who did not have
the opportunity to complete the survey.

A Closer Look:
Top Reported
Mechanisms of
Injury
Chemical weapon:
"A different officer,
within inches from my
face, sprayed pepper
spray directly into my
left eye."
"Pepper sprayed.
Chemical burns on my
arms."
Hit with Baton by Police:
"Hit with baton on hand
by police... It's got a nice
welt and bruise."
"[I] was in the in the
head by a police baton. I
didn't actually see the
cop do it because my
back was turned (I was
literally running away."
"I was clubbed multiple
times by police including
a blow to the back of the
head that swelled up
really big and was
gushing blood."
Thrown to the Ground or
into Something
Stationary by Police:
"I was shoved to the
ground by the police
numerous times."

* 55 marked “yes”; 7 marked “other” with further description of injuries; 34 marked “no”;
and 1 person did not respond.
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PHYSICAL HARM TO PROTESTERS
WILL ALWAYS BE UNDER-REPORTED
The most common mechanism of injury was chemical weapon
use, with 45 respondents reporting lasting injuries of this
kind, including “chemical burns” and eye pain. The next most
common mechanisms were baton use or shoving from police;
at least 5 respondents were struck in the head with batons.
Notably, protesters were engaged in a wide range of peaceful
actions when these baton hits occurred, including “running
away,” “slowly retreating,” and standing still in a bike line or
line of protesters. Individual accounts of injury mechanisms
included one report of a protestor’s tooth breaking as the
person was punched in the face by an officer*; one report of a
protestor being dragged down a hill by their hair, which an
officer had grabbed; and one report of a person being kicked
in the stomach by an officer after being dragged to the
ground. Separately from this survey, another protester
provided BLM Chicago with documentation of a broken thumb
sustained after an officer struck them in the hand with a
baton four times in quick succession.
Regardless of your view on the diversity of tactics deployed
by freedom fighters -- including John Lewis, whose
commitment to “good trouble” Mayor Lightfoot touted the
very day she defended the violence of police at Grant Park -the violence described here cannot be justified. Police
brutality was doled out broadly, leaving many more protestors
than police officers injured. The acts of brutality described
above are not the actions of a police force that upholds the
“sanctity of human life,” as it claims in department directives.
They are not the actions of a police force that believes in the
need for reform under the active consent decree. These are
the actions of a police force that believes -- with good reason
-- that it will be allowed to act with impunity to suppress
protests advocating for abolition and decolonization, as part
of a broader project of upholding the legitimacy of this
violent city and this violent nation.

* This account is distinct from the police attack on youth organizer Miracle Boyd, which
had similar consequences.
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3

CPD CAN USE A RANGE
OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS
FOR WHICH THERE IS
LITTLE TO NO PUBLIC
INFORMATION
Many of these tools are banned in international conflict
and have poorly understood health consequences.
“I later saw two people who’d been directly
[exposed]. They were out of water so I gave them
more for their eyes. One of them couldn’t stop
shaking and had to take off almost all their clothes
and only wear a towel because they said it burnt
their skin so badly.”
What kinds of chemical weapons were used
on the 17th?
In an attempt to demystify the chemical weapons used at the
protest and understand the severe symptoms experienced by
protestors, this section provides definitions of common
chemical weapons and their active compounds. It then analyzes
a range of evidence (including formal documentation,
photographic evidence, and narrative survey responses) to shed
light on which chemical weapons CPD used.
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CPD CAN USE A RANGE OF CHEMICAL
WEAPONS FOR WHICH THERE IS LITTLE
TO NO PUBLIC INFORMATION
Defining Terms
Chemical weapons (also called “riot control agents” or “crowd
management sprays”) are a broad category that includes the
substances commonly referred to as “pepper spray” and “tear
gas.” Substances in this category are designed to incapacitate
people and are known to cause “acute eye pain, tearing, skin
irritation, and respiratory tract irritation.” Chemical weapons
used by police departments can contain a number of different
active ingredients, are sometimes referred to interchangeably,
and can cause similar physical reactions, making it difficult to
determine precisely which ones were used in any particular
instance. This section defines common terms (with more
details on history and classifications of chemical weapons
provided in Appendix C).
Pepper Spray: This term typically refers to weapons containing
the agent oleoresin capsicum (OC), an oily extract from hot
pepper plants. OC extract is “mostly composed of capsaicin, the
same compound that gives spicy food its hotness.” Because OC
extract is derived from natural substances, rather than being
developed in a laboratory, some claim it is “less dangerous”
than other chemical weapons — but this contradicts medical
research on the dangers of OC sprays and international
regulations including the Chemical Weapons Convention of
1997.
Tear Gas: This term encompasses multiple types of chemical
weapons, and is sometimes said to refer specifically to riot
control agents containing chemical compounds that were
developed in a lab, rather than extracted from natural
substances, like OC. The CDC names two compounds (CN and
CS) as the most commonly used in substances called “tear gas.”
However “tear gas” is sometimes used as an umbrella term for
any chemical weapons that cause watering eyes and burning
skin, including OC-based sprays (i.e., pepper sprays).
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CPD CAN USE A RANGE OF CHEMICAL
WEAPONS FOR WHICH THERE IS LITTLE
TO NO PUBLIC INFORMATION
Mace: A brand name, originally for consumer-packaged tear gas
containing CN, now often used as a synonym for “pepper
spray.”
Contrary to their names, pepper spray and other tear gasses are
often deployed as liquids or powders, though these substances
may take the appearance of gas or smoke when airborne. CPD
used pepper spray and other capsaicin-derived substances on
July 17th. Both are allowed under the department’s 2020 Use
of Force policy and were documented in protest photos and
survey responses (Appendix D, F). However, it is possible that
novel or different types of chemical weapons (possibly beyond
those allowed in CPD directives) were also used, given the
range of deployment devices observed and the diversity of the
chemicals’ sensory properties reported by protestors (Appendix
F, G, H).

“It just smelled like how I imagine poison would
smell and tasted that way too.”
Observed deployment devices
16 of 92 respondents reported seeing CPD use a handheld
canister or sprayer to deploy chemicals, making these devices
the most commonly reported. They are also well documented in
pictures from that day (see below).
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A Closer Look:
The Canisters

The blue-and-black
canister, potentially an
MK-9 sized canister,
appears to be SABREbrand, based on its
markings. (SABRE lists
the Chicago Police
Department as a
customer in its 2019
product catalog.) If this
canister has been
correctly identified, this
spray formulation
(marketed as “SABRE
Red,” the brand’s
“hottest” formulation)
may contain both OC and
“Major Capsaicinoids”
(MC), which as SABRE’s
catalog boasts, are “what
makes your OC spray hot!
MC delivers pain,
irritation, inflammation,
coughing, temporary
blindness and redness of
skin.. OC effectiveness
increases with sprays
containing higher MC
content.”

17

CPD CAN USE A RANGE OF CHEMICAL
WEAPONS FOR WHICH THERE IS LITTLE
TO NO PUBLIC INFORMATION
Multiple respondents submitted very similar
accounts -- which also find support in formal CPD
documentation (Appendix E) -- describing two other
kinds of devices:
(1) A large gun, launcher, or “bazooka” -type device

The device that respondents described may have been one of
the two models pictured here. The TAC700 PepperBall-brand
launcher (left) was purchased by CPD in 2012 (Appendix E). In
addition, the Defense Technology-brand launcher (right)
matches the technical specifications of another device that was
purchased by CPD at the same time from an unspecified brand.
Both launchers and their documented impacts (from product
demonstration videos) produce effects consistent with visual,
auditory, and respiratory effects described by respondents
(Appendix G).
(2) A hose-like device used to distribute a chemical agent
This kind of device, described by three survey respondents,
resembles the product pictured here, which is sold by a vendor
CPD has used in the past.
Further analysis of the evidence for the presence of these
devices is provided in Appendix G.
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CPD CAN USE A RANGE OF CHEMICAL
WEAPONS FOR WHICH THERE IS LITTLE
TO NO PUBLIC INFORMATION
Observed chemical weapon appearance, sound,
smell, taste, and texture
While it is still unclear exactly which substances protestors
were exposed to on July 17th, multiple substances deployed by
different devices were definitely used. In many cases they were
mixed together once deployed. Of the respondents, at least 14
explicitly mentioned seeing more than one type of chemical
agent deployed in their own experience, while the independent
accounts of the other 78 respondents demonstrate a range of
colors, smells, tastes, and textures that could not possibly all
describe the same substance (Appendix F).
Appearance: Descriptions of colors ranged from white or clear,
to gray, to beige, to yellowish, to yellow/green, to brown, to
orange, to reddish orange, to red. Two people noted seeing a
pink or purple airborne cloud. Consistencies ranged from
descriptions of white foam, to green liquid, to yellowish-gray
smoke, to orange mist.*
Smell and Taste: The range of smells and tastes described is
similarly variable. The most common description was of
“spicy,” “sharp,” or “peppery” tastes and smells, almost
certainly from OC sprays. However, the report of a “bitter”
taste; a “sweet” or pleasant smell; the smell of smoke; and
something that smelled and tasted “chemical” all give a sense
of the range of substances present.

*Perhaps unsurprisingly, the most common colors and textures pointed to the use of
orange spray, also clearly documented in photos, suggesting the use of OC spray. Other
descriptions could also refer to capsaicin-derived agents -- like the white foam multiple
respondents saw, an advertised form of peppery spray, or the white clouds that resemble
the aftermath of a PepperBall launcher impact munition -- but this is a far less obvious
conclusion for substances described as variably colored smokes, powders, and mists.
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CPD CAN USE A RANGE OF CHEMICAL
WEAPONS FOR WHICH THERE IS LITTLE
TO NO PUBLIC INFORMATION
Texture: The most common reported texture described “wet” or
“oily” substances, commonly associated with the texture of OC
spray. Two people reported feeling a drier substance, with one
respondent noting their mask filled with powder, and another
calling the substance on their body “dry and abrasive.” These
descriptions could be references to Capsaicin II powder, but
are also common deployment forms for several other types of
chemical agents as well. (Appendix D)
The descriptions of deployment devices, the sensory data
analyzed here, and the evidence of past CPD chemical weapons
purchases make it plausible that a chemical agent containing
CS (or another non-pepper spray tear gas) was deployed on July
17th (Appendix E, F, G, H). This point is particularly relevant
given several concerning symptoms reported by protestors.
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CPD CAN USE A RANGE OF CHEMICAL
WEAPONS FOR WHICH THERE IS LITTLE
TO NO PUBLIC INFORMATION
Reported Symptoms
The chemical weapons CPD deployed had a wide range of
symptoms on those present, from respiratory problems and skin
pain, to psychological and gastrointestinal effects; 92 of the
97 respondents reported at least one symptom in response to
exposure to chemical weapons. 81% experienced at least one
respiratory symptom -- like coughing or shortness of breath -while 72% experienced skin pain, and 79% experienced
burning of the eyes, nose and throat. (See Appendix I for
detailed counts of reported symptoms.)While most of the
symptoms captured in survey responses could be attributed to
a number of chemical agents -- OC-based agents, CS-based
agents, formulations that combined the two, or different
substances altogether -- three features of the data suggest
more than capsaicin-derived products were used.
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CPD CAN USE A RANGE OF CHEMICAL
WEAPONS FOR WHICH THERE IS LITTLE
TO NO PUBLIC INFORMATION
While most of the symptoms captured in survey responses could
be attributed to a number of chemical agents -- OC-based agents,
CS-based agents, formulations that combined the two, or
different substances altogether -- three features of the data
suggest more than capsaicin-derived products were used.
1. The prevalence of gastrointestinal complaints. Almost a fifth of
respondents (19%) of respondents reported having nausea after
exposure (see Appendix B). While in theory, ingesting OC products
could lead to nausea or diarrhea, gastrointestinal symptoms are
named more often in media coverage and academic articles as
reactions to the use of non-pepper spray chemical agents. Some
articles even use nausea as a symptom to distinguish “pepper
spray” exposure from “tear gas” exposure.
2. Accounts of unusual menstruation or cramping. Though the list
of possible symptoms in survey item #7 did not include “unusual
menstruation or cramping,” four people described those
symptoms in free response fields (Appendix A). Two respondents
mentioned premature periods, and one mentioned “heavy vaginal
bleeding.” Finally, as another respondent shared, “I
spontaneously got my period several days later, I am trans and on
testosterone plus I have an IUD and haven’t had my period in
about four years.”
In recent months, similar complaints about “tear gas” (particularly
CS gas) causing premature menstruation and miscarriages have
resurfaced across the country, with clusters of protestors
reporting unusual menstruation after being exposed to tear gas
(Teen Vogue, Miami Herald, The Verge). More research is needed
to firmly establish the link between tear gas and menstruation
and pregnancy related effects, but the recurrence of such claims
during periods of government suppression using chemical
weapons is alarming. No claims linking unusual menstruation
directly to capsaicin-derived products have been circulated.
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CPD CAN USE A RANGE OF CHEMICAL
WEAPONS FOR WHICH THERE IS LITTLE
TO NO PUBLIC INFORMATION
3. The duration of symptoms protestors reported. One of the
most common reported forms of physical harm was long-lasting
burning of the skin, eyes, and face due to intense exposure to
chemical weapons. The duration and intensity of the symptoms
reported goes beyond the expected symptoms in the Chicago
Police Department’s “Use of Force” policy governing the use of
chemical weapons (which predicts symptoms lasting no longer
than “30-45 minutes”), and exceeds the CDC’s guidelines for
symptoms to expect from exposure to common chemical weapons
(CDC suggests “15-30 minutes” of pain).
While it is not possible to say definitively that unknown
chemical agents were used on July 17th, the evidence allows for
that possibility. At the very least, we can say that a range of
products from a number of brands were deployed against
protestors in quick succession. Generally speaking, much more
research needs to be done on riot control agents and their health
risks, to understand (a) what happens when multiple products are
combined with one another in large doses, and (b) what effect all
chemical weapons may have on reproductive anatomy (C&EN,
Haar et al. 2017). Compounding this lack of scientific knowledge,
CPD is not transparent about the substances they use, making it
hard for people to know how to best treat their symptoms or
predict potential long-term complications.
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CPD CAN USE A RANGE OF CHEMICAL
WEAPONS FOR WHICH THERE IS LITTLE
TO NO PUBLIC INFORMATION
Without this research, CPD’s reckless use of a mixture of
chemical weapons puts protestors and the broader public at
needless risk. Most importantly, given the focus of July 17th’s
Black & Indigenous Solidarity Rally, CPD’s undisciplined,
reckless use of chemical weapons has violent echoes of
genocidal forced sterilizations and broader denials of
reproductive freedom that US governments have perpetrated
against Black and Native communities for centuries, as
movements for decolonization and reproductive justice have
taught us.
On July 29, 2020, BLM Chi submitted a Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) request for all CPD Tactical Response Reports
related to use of force on July 17, including batons and
chemical weapons. At the time of publishing this report, CPD
has yet to produce the records.
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4

BEING "PEACEFUL" WILL
NOT PROTECT
PROTESTERS FROM
UNRESTRAINED VIOLENCE
“Police were clubbing people indiscriminately and
grabbing bikes and throwing them at people’s faces.”

First person accounts convey the severity of police
violence on the 17th.
In addition to analyzing survey data, BLM Chicago’s Research
Working Group had follow up conversations with a number of
survey respondents to capture more specific insights on the
scope of physical harm inflicted by the police.
Three respondents elaborated on the severity and unexpected
nature of the police violence:
“This was the most up-close that I’ve seen that brutality.
Just a few feet in front of me, holding back nothing
swinging batons and PVC pipes.”
“Cops with clubs were 50 feet away and I did not expect
them to use them. When cops rushed, no protesters had
rushed toward the cops. There was no indication of
violence.”
“My brother got pepper sprayed directly in the face and
batoned in the back of the head. He was bleeding from his
head. Lots of people were bleeding from their heads.”
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BEING "PEACEFUL" WILL NOT
PROTECT PROTESTERS FROM
UNRESTRAINED VIOLENCE
Several respondents reported seeing widespread and reckless
attacks that targeted oppressed groups:
“Cops would suddenly run up on non-white people and attack
them. A bunch of cops were violently arrested non-white
people. They would grab them, shove them to the ground and
then 2 or 3 cops would be on top of them.”
“There was no strategy but chaos,” a marshal told us after,
describing how officers attacked people and didn’t bother
holding the ground that they violently took.
Further, three respondents reported going to extreme lengths to
address their pain and injuries at home after the action.
“My entire body burned for over 7 hours. Even after cold
showers. After milk. After baby soap. After liquid antacid. My
locs were covered in the spray and burning me wherever
[they] touched my skin.”
“I have never burned for this long. I soaped twice and jumped
in the lake but the burning on my skin wouldn’t stop until the
next day.”
“My arms and shoulders burned until I was able to shower.
The burning on my arms persisted long after I was sprayed. I
washed them several times with dish soap and they were still
burning by the time I went to sleep. I went to sleep with ice
packs on my arms.”

Graphic from BYP100 Chicago via Twitter
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BEING "PEACEFUL" WILL NOT
PROTECT PROTESTERS FROM
UNRESTRAINED VIOLENCE
As the first section of this report described, the violent tactics
utilized by police and the serious injuries sustained by
protestors were not adequately reported. On the contrary, the
media repeated the police department’s unsubstantiated claim
that protestors whose bikes were stolen were using their bikes
as weapons. Our survey results indicate that the very opposite
was true in many cases -- police used protestors’ bikes as
weapons against them in at least 6 cases (Appendix B). (The
South Side Weekly shared video footage of one such occurrence
in their article, “What happened July 17th?”.)
Protestors, many of whom were standing in lines of bikes or
linking arms with their friends to protect one another, were
beaten with batons and fists; shoved to the ground and down
hills; dragged along the ground; and left sore, bloody, and in
several cases with broken teeth or bones. Many were pepper
sprayed at point-blank range; at least one had their mask
forcibly removed. This violence was undertaken in the name of
protecting city property -- specifically, the statue of a
genocidal colonizer and rapist, standing on unceded land -- and
justified with appeals to the need to punish a small number of
protestors who used escalated tactics in their efforts to remove
the statue. But as our survey results demonstrate, police
violence on the 17th had nothing to do with the specific
actions of individual protestors -- when their violence was
targeted, the only focus seemed to be attacks on Black and
Indigenous people, attacks on smaller protestors, and attacks
on women and nonbinary folks.
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Safe Bike
Chicago
On August 15th, a youthled protest downtown
faced police violence
similar to that at Grant
Park-- at least 17 bikes
were stolen by CPD from
protesters. CPD has now
displayed a pattern of
stealing and damaging
protesters' bikes, which is
many people's primary
form of transportation).
In response, local
organizers have
established Safe Bike
Chicago, which helps
raise funds for new bikes
for protesters. Please
reach out to the
following email address
if your bike was stolen by
CPD while protesting:
info@safebikechicago.org
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BEING "PEACEFUL" WILL NOT
PROTECT PROTESTERS FROM
UNRESTRAINED VIOLENCE
CPD officers repeatedly violate the Use of Force
policy for “non-lethal” force
In itself, the phrase “non-lethal force” is not useful. Many
substances and tactics classified by police as “non-lethal” have
resulted in deaths in police custody and as a result of police
actions (see Appendix J). But even with that caveat in mind, it’s
relevant to note how often and how recklessly CPD violates
their Use of Force policy in using explicitly “lethal” levels of
force on protestors.
The Department of Justice’s 2017 investigation into CPD
misconduct validated what many Black and Brown Chicagoans
have long known - that CPD “engages in a pattern or practice
of using force, including deadly force, in violation of the
Fourth Amendment of the Constitution.” The federal consent
decree, CPD’s legally binding pathway to reforming the
problems the DOJ surfaced, now requires CPD to honor its
current Use of Force policy. But in relying on these theoretical
enforcement mechanisms, the federal government mistakenly
assumes that CPD policy keeps us safe, in the face of continual
evidence that it does not and never has -- the recent report
that CPD missed 70% of supposedly binding consent decree
deadlines is just the latest in a long history of impunity for the
department.

The table on the following page outlines just some
of the policy violations reported firsthand by
protestors, medics, and marshals onsite on July
17th. As we've noted already, these violations are
only the tip of the iceberg.
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BEING "PEACEFUL" WILL NOT
PROTECT PROTESTERS FROM
UNRESTRAINED VIOLENCE
CPD Use of Force/
Consent Decree Policy

Firsthand Accounts

“Members will not use batons to
intentionally strike a subject in
the head or neck except when
deadly force is justified.”
G03-02-07, page 1

“I witnessed a police officer throw a man to the ground
and hit him in the head three times with a baton, the
man’s face turned completely red, covered in blood.”

“the use of an improvised
impact weapon (e.g.,
flashlights, radios, firearms as
an impact weapon, and any
other blunt object that can be
used as an impact weapon)” is
prohibited.” G03-02-07, page 1

“Cops tore apart the banners and used the PVC pipes as
spears/batons. They were using them as weapons and
then just throwing them into the crowd afterward.”

"give verbal commands and
warnings prior to, during, and
after use, including informing
other Department members on
the scene of the use.”
G03-02-07, page 2

“saw multiple cops baton the FUCK out of people as
soon as they descended upon our people - w NO
warning”

“A cop shoved me. I was able to remain standing. He
then hit my (sic) in the head, shoulder, and collarbone
with his baton and shoved me again. I fell. Another
protester helped me up. He was hit in the face several
times by police until his teeth broke and his nose began
to bleed profusely. “

“I never heard an instruction to disperse. I was standing
in one of the perimeter bike lines and my experience
was that the police rushed us suddenly with no warning
swinging batons and taking bikes.”
“There was NO order to disperse from the police. I was
attacked by surprise for standing in a line.”

After using a baton, the CPD
officer will “request the
appropriate medical aid,
including contacting emergency
medical services (EMS) from the
Chicago Fire Department”
G03-02-07, page 2
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“...each time we sat down by a medic the medic would
have to move the people they were tending to because
the police were coming closer and hitting everyone in
sight.”
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BEING "PEACEFUL" WILL NOT
PROTECT PROTESTERS FROM
UNRESTRAINED VIOLENCE
CPD Use of Force/
Consent Decree Policy

Firsthand Accounts

Before deploying tear gas or
pepper spray, officers will “give
verbal commands and warnings
prior to, during, and after
discharge, including informing
other Department members on
the scene of the discharge.”
G03-02-05

“We were never asked to move, told to move, warned at
all, etc. before the spraying began. I was in a line of
folks chanting and linking elbows but no one was being
violent when they attacked us.”

After releasing a chemical
agent, a CPD officer will
“provide an opportunity for the
subject(s) to eliminate the
effects of the agent by flushing
the affected areas with cool
water. This should take place as
soon as feasible, to the extent
that the subject can be
controlled without possible
injury to himself or others.”
G03-02-05

“...when I tried to put my body in between police and a
small woman who was lying injured on the ground, and
tell them she couldn't move (was being treated by a
medic for pepper sprayed eyes), the police pushed me
on top of the injured woman, the medic, and two legal
observers and began beating us / trampling us.”

“only use force for a lawful
purpose and not to punish or
retaliate” 2019 consent decree,
page 55

“They were being beaten with batons by two or three
cops at once and were using their bike as a shield. The
cops were grabbing their bike away from them and I
grabbed them before they got pulled into a circle of
cops. I also asked for the bike back and the cop just
threw it behind him onto the ground. They were cussing
us out ("move, motherfucker!" etc.) and we were not
even blocking them.”
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“Me and other protesters were sprayed at point blank
while we were on the ground and the line had already
been broken.”
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BEING "PEACEFUL" WILL NOT
PROTECT PROTESTERS FROM
UNRESTRAINED VIOLENCE
If Grant Park taught us one thing, it is that
we keep us safe.
While protestors and medics worked to take care of one
another -- even as CPD brutalized medics -- officers bound to
uphold the “sanctity of human life” did nothing to address the
health risks they were imposing on protestors. 24 of the 62
respondents who reported injuries also reported receiving
medical care on the ground at the action, while 5 respondents
reported seeking medical care after the action*. Of respondents
who received medical care at the action, 16 were treated by
action medics and 12 by fellow protesters (with some people
receiving care from both medics and other protesters).
0 respondents reported receiving care from EMT’s, police
officers, or other city employees on the ground that night. One
respondent even observed a city employee refusing to care for
a protester, observing, “I saw multiple people covered in blood
being guided away by street medics. However when a friend of
mine approached a medic who was with an ambulance for help
they would not help her.”

*These categories are not mutually exclusive.
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BEING "PEACEFUL" WILL NOT
PROTECT PROTESTERS FROM
UNRESTRAINED VIOLENCE
COVID-19 Concerns
Beyond the usual risks that police violence creates for
protestors, the COVID-19 pandemic brings with it a number of
additional issues. Professor Sven-Eric Jordt (Duke University)
said in a June 5, 2020 interview that “using [chemical agents]
in the current situation with COVID-19 around is completely
irresponsible. There is sufficient data proving that tear gas can
increase the susceptibility to pathogens, to viruses.” Even
when CPD isn’t putting lives in danger by gassing civilians,
police officers are a major public health risk by not wearing
masks. A CPD lieutenant interviewed in a June 6, 2020 Block
Club article said, “I admit, I’m a supervisor who should have to
require my guys to do it but we’re not going to be the only
ones. They don’t want to wear it, they don’t want to be the
only ones doing it and none of our bosses are doing it...Let me
put a mask on and yell at you and give you direction and then
let me take the mask off and it’s very different.”
Cops don’t keep us safe, their policies don’t keep us safe, and
CPD’s culture of violence has not changed despite a litany of
failed attempts at oversight, transparency and reform (the
consent decree included). For example, the Civilian Office of
Police Accountability (COPA) launched a public investigation
into police misconduct during the protests on and after May
30, 2020. A COPA spokesperson promised “an integrity based
and thorough investigation based on facts and evidence,” but
just six officers were placed on restricted duty out of 371
complaints. Independent monitor Maggie Hickey has promised
a special report on the City and CPD’s response to the
uprisings, but no deadline has been set for its release. In the
meantime, CPD continues to brutalize civilians with no
meaningful accountability in sight.
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5

CPD WILL TARGET
MEDICS AND MOST
VULNERABLE; THE
CRUELTY IS THE POINT
“The police really used excessive force and clearly
escalated violence.”
Police Superintendent David Brown said after the July 17th
protest that the “vast majority” of police on the ground had
acted professionally. While we know that “professionalism” by
police can still be violent, racist, and harmful, it’s clear from
protestor testimony that Chicago police do not act
professionally, even by their own low standards.
As we collected testimonies from protestors, we noticed a
disturbing pattern of stories that included police smiling or
laughing as they inflicted violence on protestors, saying cruel
or inappropriate things, cursing at protestors, and generally
making their show of force much more personal than
professional.
From Michelle Zacaris, an award-winning journalist and community organizer:
“I am...a cancer survivor - a diagnosis that resulted in the eventual amputation of
my right leg. The day of the protest in Grant Park, I was wearing shorts and my
prosthetic leg was completely visible. I am about 5ft tall, and have a smaller
frame, and have always been told I look "young" for my age. At one point I
physically put myself in front of a cop who kept violently spraying an indigenous
youth in the face. I firmly and calmly told him to “stop hurting her” and he
responded by grabbing me and shoving me to the ground. I quickly got up and
looked back to see the pig smirking at me. He looked me dead in the eyes and
said, “How did that feel? Did you like that?” I’m sick to my stomach recalling the
literal joy in his face from causing harm to another human being."
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CPD WILL TARGET MEDICS AND MOST
VULNERABLE; THE CRUELTY IS THE POINT
Multiple protestors noted that the police on July 17th were
mostly unmasked, even during a pandemic, while nearly all
protestors were wearing masks:
“I was verbally taunted by police and purposefully coughed on
by an officer while he joked about Covid-19.”
"[There were] over a hundred cops, maybe a dozen wearing
masks in the middle of a pandemic.”
Multiple people reported noticing that the police seemed to be
targeting the vulnerable--“people smaller than them that they
could bully with ease.” One person reported: “Noticed police
mostly attacking shorter/smaller stature men and women,
rather than taller people.”
These hard-to-categorize emotional experiences are
subjective, but repeated often enough anecdotally that they
are worth noting. They are the experiences that shape
protestors’ world-views: “I saw 100+ cop faces full of hate
coming for us swinging clubs. That's going to help keep me
motivated to fight for abolition, not scare me off."

“Many of them were smiling. They were clearly
joyful and enjoying what they were doing. Me and
other protestors were retreating exactly as they
were telling us to but they still beat us and stole
from us and sprayed us as we were running away
and lying on the ground. The police officer who
beat me grabbed my bike and was smiling and
saying, “Yeah, yeah, this is what you get!”.
I am 5’4 and 100 lbs. This man was about 6 ft and
extremely built. I am still in pain both mentally and
physically as a result of that night.”
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CPD WILL TARGET MEDICS AND MOST
VULNERABLE; THE CRUELTY IS THE POINT
The way CPD targets the most vulnerable at these actions
(including attacking medics and others providing crucial care);
the way they personalize their attacks; and the way their
violence seems indiscriminate and unconnected to protestors’
individual actions (whether compliant or defiant), suggests
that police are purposefully escalating the situation at
actions. We must prepare for unprovoked attacks by the police
- including the use of hate speech and personalized language,
and targeted assaults on the most vulnerable protestors.
While police deploy the defense of “doing their jobs” in public
statements, their jobs include behavior that would get any
regular worker fired, and we cannot expect them to keep calm
or behave rationally in a protest setting.
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CONCLUSION
We live in a nation and city of violent laws, founded and
maintained through genocide of Indigenous peoples and antiBlack violence. Federal and local laws have always been
designed to not only accommodate the State’s violent repression
of people’s movements and anticolonial rebellions, but also to
profit from that violence. Chemical weapons are a prime example
of this: tear gas canisters “made in the USA” have been hurled
against protestors from Chicago and Portland to India, South
Africa, Nigeria and Palestine since they became commodified
after WWI.
In this way, the violence experienced at Grant Park on July 17th
is not new or unique. Egregious and appalling violations of civil
rights occur every day as part of the ongoing repression of Black
and Indigenous peoples, but the media either doesn’t report on
the brutality or justifies it. As we write this report, Lori Lightfoot
has punished the city for recent uprisings by enforcing a nightly
shutdown of Chicago’s public transportation, cutting off the
North and South sides. Police have gassed and beaten more
protestors. This recent crackdown follows in the spirit of the May
30 kettling incidents and citywide curfew (which was enforced
along racist lines). News outlets report that these acts of
structured segregation are in the interest of public safety -- the
ultimate guise for State-sanctioned racism. If we have learned
anything from the uprisings of 2020, it is that we are responsible
for both participating in our story and documenting it.
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CONCLUSION
If you were at Grant Park on July 17th, we hope that this
report validates your experience. If you were not at Grant
Park, we hope that this report offers a comprehensive and
objective antidote to the incomplete record of events. Above
all, we hope that you recall the protestors’ immense capacity
for care, even as CPD stole their property, brutalized and beat
them, and unleashed military-grade weapons. When you think
of the events at Grant Park, we hope you think of protestors
with linked arms, medics caring for the injured, and marshalls
pushing their bikes against police batons. We keep us safe,
even (and especially) when actively under attack. Black and
Indigenous solidarity scared the cops into a full blown police
riot in the first place, and it is the through-line to our
collective liberation.
Together, we will continue to protect each other against CPD’s
brutal regime, which pillages Black, Brown and Indigenous
communities to fund white capital. Until the police are
abolished, Zhigagoong is decolonized, and we have control
over our land, resources and futures, we will tell our own
stories of resistance and rebellion. From them, we draw
strength and commit to press on in the struggle.

“The medics and community of organizers and
protesters were kind and loving to one another. We
did our best to keep us all safe. I am proud to be
part of this community. This was my first time being
beaten and harmed with chemicals and the solidarity
and organizing skills demonstrated at this action
make me feel brave and ready to fight harder.”
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"This city was a city before it was
considered Chicago. If it was
without Indigenous people we
wouldn’t be standing here today. If
it was without Black people we
wouldn’t be standing here today.
Elected officials, the police, and
government seem to forget that.
And it’s time we remind them who
they serve.”
- Anthony Tamez-Pochel,
Chi-Nations Youth Council

#WeKeepUsSafe #AbolishCPD #Fuck12 #DecolonizeZhigagoong #LandBack
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